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Dr. S Jaishankar
External Affairs Minister.

Earlier Dr S Jaishankar was President — Global Corporate Affairs at Tata Sons Private
Limited from May 2018.

He was Foreign Secretary from 2015-18, Ambassador to United States from 2013-15,
Ambassador to China from 2009-2013, High Commissioner to Singapore from 2007-
2009 and Ambassador to the Czech Republic from 2000-2004.

He has also served in other diplomatic assignments in Embassies in Moscow,
Colombo, Budapest and Tokyo, as well in the Ministry of External Affairs and the
President’'s Secretariat.

Dr S. Jaishankar is a graduate of St. Stephen’s College at the University of Delhi. He
has an MAin Political Science and an M. Phil and Ph.D in International Relations from
Jawaharlal Nehru University, Delhi.

He is a recipient of the Padma Shri award in 2019.

He is married to Kyoko Jaishankar and has two sons & and a daughter.



‘ Shri V. Muraleedharan
Minister of State for External Affairs

Shri V. Muraleedharan, born on 12 December 1958 in Kanuur District of Kerala to Shri
Gopalan Vannathan Veettil and Smt. Devaki Namballi Vellam Velli, was sworn in as a
Union Minister of State on 30 May 2019 by the President of India.

Shri V. Muraleedharan officially took charge as Minister of State for External Affairs
and Minister of State for Parliamentary Affairs on 31 May 2019.

Early Career

After graduating in English Language and Literature from Government Brennen
College, Thalassery, Kerala. Shri Muraleedharan started his journey as an activist in
socio-political affairs which vastly enriched his experience. He held various positions
such as Vice Chairman of Nehru Yuva Kendra (under Ministry of Youth Affairs and
Sports, Government of India) from 1999-2002 and later Director General, Nehru Yuva
Kendra from 2002-2004.

Political Career

In April 2018, Shri Muraleedharan was elected to Rajya Sabha from Maharashtra. In
June 2018, he was nominated as Member to the Standing Committee on External
Affairs. In June 2018, he was also appointed as a Member to the Consultative
Committee for the Ministry of Railways. Later in December 2018, he was appointed
as a Member of the Committee on Rules.

Shri Muraleedharan is married to Dr. K.S. Jayasree.
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INTRODUCTION
AND
SYNOPSIS

2019 was a year of continuity and change for the
Ministry of External Affairs. Traditional partnerships
and the diplomatic initiatives of the recent past were
given a newer dimension by the installation of a new
government following general elections in May 2019.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi was sworn in for his
second term as Prime Minister. Dr. S Jaishankar was
appointed as External Affairs Minister and Shri V.
Muraleedharan as Minister of State for External Affairs.

Indiandiplomacyduringtheyearunderreview continued
its purposeful pursuit of national interest during a time
of rapid global change. Greater economic well-being,

peace in our region and in the world, the protection
of Indian interests and Indians abroad and projection
of Indian influence and views were fundamental to the
operation of Indian foreign policy during this period.
Working with multiple partners on different agendas,
this Ministry built on its Neigbourhood First and Act
East policies. A focus on intensifying contacts and
on concrete manifestations of goodwill and intent in
these areas were supplemented by a focus on major
bilateral relationships and multilateral and plurilateral
activities. The adjustment of foreign policy to domestic
priorities to ensure their constant alignment received
External

close attention. challenges during this
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QOath Ceremony of Prime Minister at Rashtrapati Bhavan, New Delhi (May 30, 2019)

period included substantial changes in geo-political
equations including major shifts in great power policy
on regional issues and countries, potentially disruptive
technologies and global technology regimes and
the response to major international issues such as
migration, climate change and global economic and
development governance.

Congruent with India’s emphasis on engaging
like-minded friendly countries in the immediate
leaders of BIMSTEC countries,

Kyrgyzstan and Mauritius attended the

neighbourhood,
swearing-
in ceremony of the newly elected government on 30
May 2019. The first overseas visit of Prime Minister
immediately after assuming office for the second time
was to Maldives on 08-09 June 2019. This enabled us
to further our partnership with Maldives by opening up

new areas of cooperation in health, connectivity,
capacity building and maritime operations. This was
followed by a visit to Sri Lanka on 09 June. EAM Dr.

S. Jaishankar also made his first visit abroad to Bhutan
on 07-08 June 2019, reflecting the importance that
India attaches to its bilateral relationship with Bhutan,
a close friend and neighbour.

The Ministry the
momentum of international engagements with Prime
Minister attending the Council of Heads of States at
the SCO in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan (13-14 June), G20
meetings at Osaka, Japan (27-29 June), Japan-America-
India and Russia-India-China Trilateral meetings, and
informal BRICS Summit (28 June) on the margins of
the G20 Summit. EAM Dr. Jaishankar participated
in the 5% Conference on Interaction and Confidence
Building Measures in Asia (CICA) at Dushanbe on
14-15 June 2019; the 19* Commonwealth Foreign
Affairs Ministers Meeting (09-11 July, UK). EAM also
participated in this year's editions of the Ministerial
Meetings in the Mekong Ganga Cooperation, ASEAN-
India, and East Asian Summit formats.

continued with accelerated
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Engagement with great powers continued apace.
United States Secretary of State Michael Pompeo visited
India in June 2019. Russian Deputy Prime Minister
Yury Borisov visited New Delhi in July. Reciprocal
visits provided an opportunity for enhancing India’s
bilateral and multilateral commitments. EAM visited
Washington in December 2019 and Moscow in August
2019. Prime Minister concluded a highly successful
visit to the United States in September 2019 which
cemented India’s strong connections with the US and
included an appearance with President Donald Trump
at the Howdy Modi event in Houston. India also further
extended the range of its cooperation with Russia with
Prime Minister’s successful visit to Russia in September
2019, where India expressed its commitment to work
together with Russia for the development of Russia’s
Far East Region. The President of the People’s Republic
of China Xi Jinping visited India in October for the
2nd Informal Summit with Prime Minister at Chennai
while EAM visited China for the 2nd India-China high-
level mechanism on cultural and people-to-people
exchanges. Prime Minister visited France in August
2019 to attend 2019 G-7 Summit (where India was
designated as ‘Biarritz partner’), wherein he addressed
sessions on Environment, Climate, Oceans and Digital
Transformation.

The Ministry continued its efforts to maintain and
augment its position as a pre-eminent player in the
Indian Ocean Region. Given the increasing salience
of the Indo-Pacific concept in global discourse, the
Ministry of External Affairs established a new Division
for the Indo-Pacific in April 2019. This was followed by
an intensification of India’s engagement with various
Indo-Pacific frameworks like the Association of South
East Asian Nations (ASEAN), East Asia Summit (EAS),
Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA), Asia-Europe
Meeting (ASEM), Mekong Ganga Cooperation (MGC).
India also joined the Ayeyawady-Chao Phraya-Mekong
Economic Cooperation Strategy (ACMECS)
Development Partner. The Ministry also undertook

as a

a programme of bilateral visits to important countries
in this region to further our engagement with them.
Significant initiatives were undertaken to cement
defence and maritime relationships with neighbours in
this region. Development initiatives and connectivity/
infrastructure projects were given high importance.
Prime Minister's vision of SAGAR, which underpins
Indian activity in this region, was described by EAM
in his keynote address on “Securing the Indian Ocean
Region: Traditional and Non-Traditional Challenges”
at the 4th Indian Ocean Conference in Maldives in
September 2019.

Prime Minister attended the 74t UN General Assembly
in New York in September 2019. He addressed the
General Assembly on 27 September. His remarks
highlighted India’s civilisational contributions and its
current efforts towards combating terrorism, achieving
universal health care and mitigating climate change.
The 150% birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi was
suitably commemorated at the United Nations. Prime
Minister also announced the launch of the Coalition
for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure during UNGA.
CDRI is  designed to be an international platform
where knowledge is generated and exchanged on
different aspects of disaster and climate resilience of
infrastructure and will bring together technical expertise
from a multitude of stakeholders. In doing so, it will
create a mechanism to assist countries to upgrade their
capacities and practices, with regard to infrastructure
development. Institutions such as International Solar
Alliance and CDRI are major initiatives by India to
harnessing India’'s domestic strengths and capacities
and mobilize international efforts to answer global
problems and challenges.

A major activity of the Ministry of External Affairs in
2019 was the management of the international and
diplomatic aspects of changes in the Indian polity. The
modification of certain provisions of Article 370 of the
Constitution of India and the passage of legislation
by Parliament were used by Pakistan as a pretext

®



INTRODUCTION AND SYNOPSIS

for increasing tension in the bilateral relationship.
Pakistan also undertook a number of hostile actions
in the bilateral context such as the downgradation of
diplomatic relations. It encouraged in the international
context the organizing of protests and hostile actions
against Indian interests and diplomatic establishments
overseas. This was overcome by a sustained diplomatic
effort by the Ministry and its missions and posts to reach
out to interlocutors and key constituencies to explain
the rationale behind the forward looking legislations of
Parliament and decisions of Government.

Terrorist assaults in Jammu and Kashmir in February
2019 which led to deaths of 40 policemen in Pulwama
and other efforts directed at destabilizing and
negatively impacting the security situation in that part
of India were resolutely countered by the Government
of India through the year. In the absence of action by
Pakistan against internationally proscribed terrorist
organizations such as Jaish-e-Mohammad, inspite
of irrefutable evidence of their being trained and
armed inside Pakistan, India undertook non-military
pre-emptive action specifically targeted at the Jaish-
e-Mohammad Camp in Balakot on 26 February 2019.
The diplomatic dimensions of this firm display of Indian
resolve to combat terrorism and subsequent measures
was managed by this Ministry. The message that India
reserved the right to take firm and decisive action to
protect its national security, sovereignty and territorial
integrity against any act of aggression or cross-border
terrorism was conveyed to our interlocutors.

The Ministry continued its efforts to become more
user-friendly, accountable and transparent
administrative and public-facing operations. Reflective

in its
of the Government’s commitments in this direction,
MEA
Dashboard which is a visual display of important
objectives of the Ministry. Data on passports and
citizen-centric services like visas/OCI card and up-to-
date economic data on trade and commerce is now
available in the public domain by means of an internet-

launched its own dedicated Performance

enabled application. The Ministry also developed a
dedicated e-Audit Portal for the management and
monitoring of audit reports which would be accessible
globally through its own website. Audit enforces
accountability and this is expected to strengthen
administrative oversight and prudential controls. The
Ministry achieved and exceeded the targets set for it
for the first 100 days of the new Government, with
12 new Post Office Passport Seva Kendras (against
a target of 10) beuing opened as part of Ministry’s
efforts to open at least one PSK or POP SK in every
Lok Sabha constituency in the country.

Appropriately commemorating the 150% birth
anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi in the international
arena was a major focus of this Ministry’s activities in
2019. An event was organized at the United Nations
on 24 September 2019 to mark this event. It was
attended by Prime Minister, several other Heads of
State and government and UN Secretary General.
External Publicity Division of this Ministry published
an anthology on ‘What Gandhi Means to Me’ with
contributions from major personalities from across
the world. An Indian Council of Cultural Relations
program led to installation of Mahatma Gandhi busts
in 40 countries. Indian Council of World Affairs,
in partnership with the Ministry, will organize an
international seminar on the theme ‘Gandhi and the
World' in February 2020. Missions and posts across the
world have and continue to suitably commemorate this
in their jurisdictions.

The year 2019 also marked the 550% anniversary
of Guru Nanak Devji. This Ministry and its missions
and posts organised events highlighting the teachings
of Guru Nanak Dev and celebrating his life and
teachings. Special events like the planting of trees,
“Gurbain Kirtan/Ardas:, blood donation and medical
camps, demonstrations of Sikh martial arts / Hola
Mohalla, institution of an academic Chair in the
name of Shri Guru Nanak Dev Ji were undertaken in
multiple locations globally. UNESCO'’s involvement in
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translating Nanak’s teachings in multiple international
languages is a notable decision in this context that will
catalyze greater outreach and impact.

In a coordinated effort with other Ministries and our
missions and posts abroad, we were able to roll out the
e-Aarogya and e-Vidya Bharti projects in 15 African
countries within this period. This set the ground for
the launching of more of these innovative, technology-
enabled education platforms to cover all 54 African
countries, thereby providing a new format for engaging
with them and for sharing India’s expertise in creation
of human capital.

Former EAM, Smt Sushma Swaraj, who passed away
suddenly in August in New Delhi, had addressed the

INDIA’'S NEIGHBOURS

Afghanistan

India-Afghanistan strategic partnership continued
to witness all round development and was further
strengthened in the last one year. This was reflected
in high level bilateral engagements, including in the
areas of political, defence engagement, security,
investment, development
partnership, social & cultural issues, education and
capacity building. The bilateral trade between India
and Afghanistan reached US$ 1.5 billion. Afghanistan
started its exports to India through Chabahar Port
the operations of which were taken over by an
Indian company in December 2018. India actively
engaged with international partners and participated
in international fora on Afghanistan. India voiced its
support for national peace and reconciliation efforts
that were Afghan led, Afghan owned and Afghan
controlled; establishing early peace, security, stability;
protecting independence, sovereignty and democracy;
promoting the rights of the minority, the youth and
women in an inclusive Afghanistan.

trade and connectivity,

inaugural session of the 46th session of the Council
of Foreign Ministers of the Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation in Abu Dhabi on 01 March, 2019. Smt.
Sushma Swaraj, led this Ministry from May 2014 to
May 2019 and added new dimensions to the activities
of this Ministry in India and abroad. In recognition of her
invaluable contribution to Indian diplomacy, the cause
of the Indian diaspora and the ethos of public service,
the Ministry decided to rename the Pravasi Bhartiya
Kendra in New Delhi as Sushma Swaraj Bhawan and
Foreign Service Institute also in New Delhi, as Sushma
Swaraj Institute of Foreign Service.

The following pages provide further details on the key
developments in India’s foreign relations during the year.

Pakistan

India desires normal
Pakistan. India’s consistent position is that issues, if
any, between India and Pakistan should be resolved
bilaterally and peacefully, in an atmosphere free of
terror and violence. The onus is on Pakistan to create

neighbourly relations with

such a conducive environment. It has been made clear
that India will not compromise on issues relating to
national security and will take firm and decisive steps
to deal with all attempts to undermine our security and
territorial integrity.

Following the dastardly suicide terror attack (14
February) by Pakistan based terrorist organisation
Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) in Pulwama, in which 40
Indian security personnel were killed, India carried
anti-terror pre-emptive air strike
(26 February) against JeM training camp in Balakot,
Pakistan. Indian forces have also given robust response
to over 3000 unprovoked ceasefire violations by
Pakistan forces during 2019 meant to support cross-
border terrorist infiltration.

out successful
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During the year, India, as a result of its proactive
outreach with the
successfully thwarted Pakistan’s repeated attempts,
including at the UN to present an alarmist situation
of the region, interfere in internal affairs of India, and

international community,

internationalise bilateral issues.

In implementation of the decision of the Cabinet taken
on 22 November 2018 to fulfill the long pending
demand of the Indian pilgrims, the Kartarpur Sahib
Corridor was inaugurated by the Hon'ble Prime
Minister on 9 November 2019 on the occasion of the
550th birth Anniversary of Guru Nanak Dev Ji.

Efforts in the case of innocent Indian national
Shri Kulbhushan Jadhav were successful with the
International Court of Justice (ICJ) in its verdict (17
July 2019) unanimously upholding India’s claim that
Pakistan was in egregious violation of the Vienna
Convention on Consular Relations, 1963, on several
counts and ordered immediate consular access and
effective review and reconsideration of the sentence
awarded to him by Pakistan military court through a
farcical trial. Separately, India also won the case against
Pakistan in the 70-year-old issue of ‘Hyderabad Fund’
in a verdict the UK High Court ruled (02 October 2019)

in favour of the Indian party.

Bangladesh & Myanmar

Bangladesh and Myanmar remained central elements
in the implementation of ‘Act East’ and
‘Neighbourhood First’ policies as exemplified by priority
attention accorded to these relationships by most line
Ministries of the Government of India, including the
Ministry of Defence and our Defence Services, as well
as our infrastructure Ministries.

India’s

India's relations with Bangladesh and Myanmar
continue to progress in the year 2019. In both cases,
contact at the highest political
through the year, under review, with several Ministerial
and other visits also being exchanged in 2019. India’s

levels continued

Development Partnership projects in Bangladesh and
Myanmar recorded consistent progress, as these two
countries continue to rank amongst India's largest
recipients of grant and concessional credit. Trade and
economic relations also grew, as did people-to-people
contact, with the expansion of air services with both
countries and simplification of travel permits, as well as
creation of new travel infrastructure.

The re-election of the Awami League Government in
Bangladesh at the beginning of the year and the NDA
Government in India in the middle of the year helped
ensure continuity in the relationship with Bangladesh.
With Myanmar, continued close ties with the NLD
Government and other key entities ensured that the
bilateral relationship maintained a positive focus and
tenor.

Bhutan

India and Bhutan share special and privileged relations
based on mutual trust, shared history and civilisational
ties. The traditionally close bilateral relations between
India and Bhutan continued to be consolidated over the
course of the year, with sustained progress witnessed
in all areas of co-operation, including hydropower,
infrastructure, health,
education, Information Technology, culture, agriculture

communication, security,
and into several new areas such as space and digital
and financial connectivity.

The tradition of regular high level visits and dialogue
between the two countries continued with the visit of
the Prime Minister, Lyonchhen Dr. Lotay Tshering, on 30
& 31 May 2019, to attend the swearing-in ceremony of
the newly elected Indian Government. Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi paid a State Visit to Bhutan on 17
& 18 August 2019 which led to further deepening and
diversification of our bilateral cooperation with focus
on new areas of space and youth exchanges. During
the visit, 720 MW Mangdechhu hydropower project as
well as Ground Earth Station for utilization of South
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Asia Satellite were inaugurated. Both sides have also
agreed for joint development of a small satellite for
Bhutan.

India has extensive development partnership with
Bhutan, based on Bhutan’s priorities. For the current
12% Five Year Plan (2018-23), GOI has committed
economic assistance of Rs 4500 crores, apart from
transitional Trade Support Facility of Rs. 400 crores.
Over 400 big and small projectsin areas of infrastructure
development, roads and bridges, construction of
regional hospitals, schools, cultural heritage buildings
and covering sectors like ICT, capacity building,
industries, agriculture, e-governance, community
development projects like irrigation channels, farm
roads, block connectivity roads, basic health units,
etc. have been identified by the two sides and are at
various stages of implementation. Both sides continue
to monitor these projects closely to ensure their timely
implementation. Timely Gol assistance has been helpful
in successful implementation of several developmental
projects that are contributing to the socio-economic

development of Bhutan.

In the flagship area of bilateral in
hydropower sector, with the inauguration of 720 MW
Mangdechhu hydropower project, jointly developed
hydro power capacity has crossed the 2000 MW mark.
Both the governments maintained close coordination
to expedite implementation of two ongoing major
projects - the 1200MW Punatsangchu-l and the
1020MW Punatsangchu-ll. Two rounds of bilateral
discussions were held to finalize implementation
modalities of 2585 MW Sankosh Reservoir hydropower

project.

cooperation

Nepal

The close and multi-faceted relations between India
and Nepal, based on age-old cultural and people-
to-people ties, continued to deepen across diverse
sectors during the year 2019. In keeping with the

‘Neighbourhood First’ policy, high-level political
exchanges have intensified. Prime Minister of Nepal
Mr. K P Sharma Oli attended the swearing-in ceremony
of the new Government of India on 30 May 2019.
External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar paid a visit
to Nepal on 21&22 August 2019 to co-chair the Joint
Commission Meeting with his Nepali counterpart. The
year also witnessed intensive engagements with over
30 exchanges at the ministerial, official, and technical
levels.

Government has laid particular emphasis on expeditious
implementation of ongoing bilateral connectivity,
physical infrastructure development
projects. The Prime Ministers of India and Nepal
remotely inaugurated the Motihari (India) - Amlekhgunj

and social

(Nepal) cross-border petroleum products pipeline on
10 September 2019. The preliminary survey report of
the new broad gauge electrified rail line connecting
Raxaul in India to Kathmandu in Nepal was completed
in May 2019 and work is underway for conducting
final location survey of the rail line. Integrated Check
Post at Biratnagar, being constructed with Gol grant
assistance, is nearing completion. Under Gol assistance
for post-earthquake reconstruction in the housing
sector, about 40,000 houses (i.e. 80% of work) in
Gorkha and Nuwakot districts have been completed.
Under the four Lines of Credit of over US$ 1.65 billion
extended by Government of India to Nepal, a number
of infrastructure projects, including post-earthquake
reconstruction work, are being implemented in Nepal.
India offers about 3000 scholarships (including 250
ITEC slots) to Nepali candidates every year, providing
opportunities to study in Nepal and at premier
institutes in India.

India is Nepal’s largest trade partner and the leading
source of foreign investments, besides providing transit
for almost the entire third country trade of Nepal.
Total bilateral trade increased by over 17% from US$
7.05 billion in FY 2017-18 to reach US$ 8.27 billion
in FY 2018-19.Both governments continue to engage
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and take measures to facilitate trade and mutual
investments.

The two sides have laid a forward-looking trajectory
to advance wide ranging bilateral ties in all areas of
cooperation.

China

The bilateral relationship between India and China
under the overall framework of Closer Developmental
Partnership continued to strengthen and deepen in the
year 2019 with the Second Informal Summit between
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi and President of
the People’s Republic of China Mr. Xi Jinping held in
Chennai on 11-12 October 2019. In addition to the

INDIAN OCEAN REGION

India’s relationships with IOR countries (Sri Lanka,
Maldives, Mauritius and Seychelles)
strengthened furtherin all fields, including in commerce
& trade, security & defence, culture, science &
technology and education during the period, guided by
Prime Minister’s vision of SAGAR (Security and Growth
for All in the Region). Marked by high level exchange

have been

of visits between India and the IOR countries, the
year saw substantial engagements and outcomes.
India’s development partnership with countries of IOR
Division has been an integral and substantive part of
her engagement with the region during the period.

Sri Lanka
India’s relations with Sri Lanka gained further
in 2019-20. Frequent visits at the
highest political level from both sides enhanced the
cooperation and understanding between India and
Sri Lanka in various areas such as commerce, trade,
defence, developmental cooperation and education.
Further, successful implementation of people oriented

and demand driven projects such as Emergency

momentum

informal summit, PM Modi and President Xi held three
more meetings on the sidelines of the SCO Leaders’
summit, G-20 Summit and the 11%" BRICS Summit.
Other important events in 2019 include the visit of
EAM to Beijing for High Level Mechanism on Cultural
and People-to-People Exchanges and the visit of
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi to India for the 22
meeting of Special Representatives of India and China
on the Boundary Question. Overall, the year witnessed
a sustained positive momentum in India-China bilateral
relations. 2020 will mark the 70% anniversary of
establishment of diplomatic relations between the two
countries, and both sides have agreed to celebrate it by
organizing 70 activities in India and China.

Ambulance Project and commencement of flights
between Chennai and Jaffna brought the two countries
even closer. During this period, India continued to
accord high priority to relations with Sri Lanka in
accordance with its Neighbourhood First policy and
SAGAR Doctrine. After the Presidential elections on 16
November, EAM visited Sri Lanka on 18-19 November
2019 as a Special Envoy of Prime Minister, immediately
after the swearing-in of President of Sri Lanka, to
convey the greetings of Prime Minister and to invite
the President to visit India. President of Sri Lanka, Mr.
Gotabaya Rajapaksa, paid a State Visit to India from
28-30 November 2019, his first overseas visit after
taking over as the President.

Maldives

India-Maldives bilateral relationship during the period
saw rapid expansion in various new domains. President
Solih’s visit to India in December 2018 had set the
agenda, which got further direction and ambition during
the visit of PM Modi to Maldives in June 2019. The
period saw the implementation of various LoC projects,
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grant projects and a series of new capacity building
initiatives being taken up in hitherto unexplored areas
like good governance, Aviaton Security, Firefighting,
National Security Guards, Special Protection Group,
etc.

Mauritius

India sees Mauritius as a close maritime neighbour.
The cultural, historical and ancestral linkages between
India and Mauritius have over the decades cemented
this shared feeling of proximity. The relationship is
further buttressed by strong development cooperation,
defence, trade & commercial ties, high-level visits,
capacity building through scholarships and ITEC
programmes etc. This year was marked by a number
of high completion of development
cooperation projects like e-tablet project, ENT Hospital,
1t phase of the Metro Express project, intensive
defence and cultural engagement etc. On the official
invitation of PM Shri Narendra Modi, Prime Minister
of Mauritius Mr. Pravind Kumar Jugnauth attended the
swearing-in ceremony of PM Narendra Modi and his

level visits,

INDO-PACIFIC & ASEAN

Given the increasing salience of the Indo-Pacific
concept in global discourse, the Ministry of External
Affairs established a new Division for the Indo-Pacific
in April 2019. The purpose of doing so was two-fold: to
help consolidate India’s vision of the Indo-Pacific across
Government of India, in line with the elements set out
by the Prime Minister of India in June 2018, and to
provide substantive policy elements and programmes
to that vision.

India’s Vision for the Indo-Pacific focuses on a free,

open, inclusive and rules-based Indo-Pacific. India

emphasizes respect for sovereignty and territorial

Council of Ministers on 30 May 2019. Mauritius was
the only country that was invited to the event outside
the BIMSTEC countries. After Mr Pravind Jugnauth
was elected as the Prime Minister of Mauritius for a
second term in November 2019, Prime Minister Modi
congratulated him over the phone and invited him to
visit India on an official visit.

Seychelles

India-Seychelles relations have been characterised
by close friendship, understanding and cooperation.
This is evident from the strong defence and security
cooperation, including on counter terrorism and other
transnational crimes; development partnership; cultural
cooperation; capacity building through scholarships
and ITEC programmes. India has expanded the scope
and spread of its development assistance in Seychelles
by committing support in helping Seychelles in its
national developmental priorities. India continued its
close engagement with the Government and people
of Seychelles this year, which further strengthened our
close bilateral relations.

integrity of all nations in the region, equality of all
nations, peaceful resolution of disputes, avoidance
of use or threat of use of force and adherence to
international laws, rules and regulations. India’s
objective is a multi-faceted engagement with all
countries in the region and those with interests in it,
encompassing political, security, economic, and socio-
cultural spheres, aimed at Security And Growth for All

in the Region (SAGAR).

The year 2019 witnessed intensification of India’s
engagement with various Indo-Pacific frameworks
including, inter alia, Association of South East Asian
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Nations (ASEAN), East Asia Summit (EAS), Indian Ocean
Rim Association (IORA), Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM),
Mekong Ganga Cooperation (MGC); we also agreed to
join the Ayeyawady-Chao Phraya-Mekong Economic
Cooperation Strategy (ACMECS) as a Development
Partner in July 2019.

India’s engagement with South East Asian region
of which Association of South East Asian Nations
(ASEAN) was its primary component, is governed by
Act East Policy (AEP), announced by PM Shri Narendra
Modi in November 2014 in Myanmar. Key elements
of AEP are to promote economic cooperation, cultural
ties and develop strategic relationship with countries in
Indo-Pacific region through continuous engagement at
bilateral, regional and multilateral levels. Towards this
end, in 2019, PM had met Prime Ministers of Australia,
Malaysia, New Zealand, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam
and President of Indonesia. Our President had State
visit to Philippines in November 2019, while Vice-
President visited Vietnam in May 2019. External Affairs

EAST ASIA

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea

Diplomatic relations between India and Democratic
Peoples’ Republic of Korea (DPRK) continued to be
cordial. DPRK supported India’s candidatures in various
multilateral fora.

Japan

India-Japan Special Strategic and Global Partnership
continued to be propelled by growing convergence
in political, economic and strategic interests of the
two countries with numerous high-level engagements
throughout the year. The visit of the Hon’ble President
of India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind in October 2019 to
Japan for attending the Enthronement Ceremony of

Minister (EAM) Dr. S Jaishankar and Minister of State
(MOS) for External Affairs Shri V. Muraleedharan had
met all ASEAN Foreign Ministers, except Cambodia
and Laos. Structured mechanism meetings like Foreign
Office Consultations (FOC) and Joint Commission
Meeting (JCM) were held this year with Brunei,
Cambodia, Indonesia, New Zealand, Singapore and
Thailand. India’s relations with Pacific Island Countries
(PIC) received a shot in the arm with the historic India-
Pacific Islands Developing States (PSIDS) Leaders’
Meeting, held on 24t September 2019 in New York on
the sidelines of 74" UNGA. 2019 marked the year when
ASEAN formulated its Outlook towards Indo-Pacific on
23 June 2019, as a response to Indo-Pacific concept.
The end of the year marked the 35" ASEAN/14* East
Asia Summit (EAS)/16" India-ASEAN Summit from
2-4 November 2019 in Bangkok where PM interacted
with ASEAN Leaders and announced the India Pacific
Oceans Initiative (IPOI) during EAS.

the Emperor of Japan reflected the close relationship
between the two countries.The three Summit-level
bilateral meetings that were held between Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi and Prime Minister of
Japan Mr. Abe Shinzo during 2019 gave direction and
impetus to the partnership. Japan became the only
country with which India has an Annual Summit as well
as 2+2 Ministerial mechanism when the inaugural India-
Japan 2+2 Foreign and Defence Ministerial Meeting
was held in November 2019. Japan's Presidency of
G20 in 2019 also presented numerous opportunities
throughout the year for having high-level bilateral
engagements with Japan on the margins of the G20
events.
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Republic of Korea

India-Republic of Korea bilateral relationship, elevated
to the level of “Special Strategic Partnership” during the
visit of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi to Republic
of Korea in 2015, received a further boost by three
VVIP visits from both sides within a period of one year.
President Moon Jae-in (MJI) and First Lady Kim Jung-
sook paid State Visits to India in July and November
2018 respectively. Prime Minister Narendra Modi paid
a State Visit to Seoul in February 2019 to receive the
Seoul Peace Prize. Other important events in 2019
included the visit of Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh
to Seoul in September 2019.

Mongolia

Historically, India and Mongolia have shared a warm
and cordial relationship. However, the historic visit of
our Prime Minister to Mongolia in 2015 brought in a
paradigm shift in our approach towards Mongolia.
The traditional friendship received a huge boost

EURASIA

Relations between India and countries in the Eurasian
Region continued to register positive growth during
the year. Apart from advancing bilateral relations,
relations with several countries in the Eurasian region
also received multi-dimensional focus through the
activities pertaining to the India-Central Asia Dialogue,
the India-Eurasian Economic Union negotiations on a
possible trading arrangement, the International North
South Transport Corridor (INSTC) and the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO).

The President of the Kyrgyz Republic, Mr. Sooronbai
Jeenbekov, was invited as a special guest as the SCO
Chairman to grace the swearing-in ceremony of the
new Government on 30 May 2019. Prime Minister
visited Bishkek on 13-14 June 2019 to attend the
SCO Summit in Bishkek followed by a bilateral visit

and our relationship with Mongolia was elevated to
“Strategic Partnership”.
India as their “third” and “spiritual neighbour” and are
acutely aware of the special relationship with us. The
upsurge and momentum in our relationship has since
been sustained through regular high-level visits from
both sides. In 2019, President Khaltmaagiin Battulga
paid a state visit to India from September 19-23. This
was the first Presidential visit from the Mongolian side
in almost a decade. Other important events in 2019
included the visit of Mongolian Foreign Minister Mr. D.
Tsogtbaatar and that of Minister of Mining and Heavy
Industry from the Mongolian side. From the Indian side,
Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas and Minister of

Most Mongolians consider

Steel visited Mongolia in October 2019 to inaugurate
the infrastructure works related to India’s largest
Line of Credit (LoC) Project-the ‘Oil Refinery Project
(ORP)’. Overall the year witnessed a sustained positive
momentum in the India-Mongolia bilateral relations.

to the Kyrgyz Republic. Bilateral relations with the
Kyrgyz Republic were raised to the level of Strategic
Partnership during the visit. Visit of Raksha Mantri to
Uzbekistan for the SCO Defence Ministers’ Meeting
and bilateral visit on 1-3 November 2019 led to the
holding of the first joint military exercise between
Indian and Uzbek armed forces in Uzbekistan. Visit
of Shri Vijay Rupani, Chief Minister of Gujarat to
Uzbekistan on 19-23 October 2019 led to significant
results, conclusion of several MoUs and further boost in
cooperation between the Andijon region of Uzbekistan
and Guijarat. Mr. Abdulaziz Kamilov, Foreign Minister of
Uzbekistan visited New Delhi on 14-15 January 2020
during which he called on Prime Minister, had a bilateral
meeting with External Affairs Minister and addressed
the Raisina Dialogue 2020. Shri V. Muraleedharan,
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Minister of State for External Affairs visited Kazakhstan
on 11-12 November 2019 to address the Astana
Club Meeting. During his visit, he also called on Mr.
Nigmatulli, Speaker of the Kazakh Parliament and Mr.
Mukhtar Tileuberdi, Foreign Minister.

Under the initiatives announced by India during the
First India-Central Asia Dialogue held in Samarkand in
January 2019, a familiarization visit for Central Asian
journalists to India was organized from 22-29 April
2019, a Special Training Course was conducted by
Foreign Service Institute of India for diplomats from
Central Asian Countries in June-July 2019 and the 6"
Edition of the International Folk Dance & Music Festival
with a Central Asia-focus was organised by ICCR
from 2-4 December 2019 in New Delhi. Delegations
from all the Central Asian countries enthusiastically
participated in these initiatives.

Indian Missions in Eurasian countries organized a series
of events to commemorate 150 years of Mahatma
Gandhi. Painting exhibitions, cycling events, tree-
planting drives and vegetarian food festivals were
held to mark the occasion. Missions also celebrated
the 550th Birth Anniversary of Guru Nanak Devji with
great fervour.

Russia

Prime Minister visited Vladivostok on 4-5 September
2019 to hold the 20" India-Russia Annual Bilateral
Summit and participate in the 5% Eastern Economic
Forum as the Chief Guest at the invitation of Mr.
Vladimir Putin, President of the Russian Federation.
Earlier on 12 April 2019, Russia announced the award
of the Order of St Andrew, the Apostle, Russia’s highest
state decoration, for Prime Minister.

Visit of EAM (27-28 August 2019), of Shri Ajit Doval,
National Security Adviser (21 August 2019) and of
Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, Minister of Petroleum and
Natural Gas (29-30 August 2019) led to significant
groundwork for Prime Minister’s bilateral visit to

Vladivostok. For exploring business opportunities in
the Russian Far East, a 150-strong business delegation
accompanied Shri Piyush Goyal, Commerce and
Industry Minister and Chief Ministers of Gujarat, Uttar
Pradesh, Haryana and Goa to visit Vladivostok from
11-13 August 2019 and met Russian Deputy Prime
Minister Yury Trutnev and 11 Governors of the Russian
Far East region. The business delegation strengthened
bilateral cooperation between regions of Russia and
states of India. Raksha Mantri visited Russia on 26-
29 November 2019 for co-chairing the India-Russia
Intergovernmental Commission Meeting on Military
and Military-Technical Cooperation.

Russian Deputy Prime Minister Mr. Yury Borisov visited
India on 22 July 2019 for the conduct of the inter-
session meeting of the India-Russia Intergovernmental
Commission - Technical and Economic Cooperation
co-chaired by him along with External Affairs Minister.
Mr. Sergei Lavrov, Foreign Minister of the Russian
Federation paid a bilateral visit to New Delhi on 15
January 2020 during which he met External Affairs
Minister and called on Prime Minister. Foreign Minister
Lavrov gave a keynote address at the Raisina Dialogue
2020.

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation

During the period from April-November 2019, the
momentum of India-SCO cooperation continued to
grow based on India’s longstanding cultural linkages
as well as its vibrant modern day relations with the
SCO Members. India actively took part in various SCO
dialogue mechanisms held under the SCO chairmanship
of Kyrgyzstan as well as under the chairmanship of
Uzbekistan in the format of Council of SCO Heads of
Government. The then External Affairs Minister Smt.
Sushma Swaraj represented India in the meeting of
Council of SCO Foreign Ministers held on 22 May 2019
in Bishkek (Kyrgyzstan). Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi represented India in the meeting of Council of
SCO Heads of State held under the chairmanship of
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the President of Kyrgyz Republic H.E. Mr. Sooronbay
Jeenbekov on 14 June 2019 in Bishkek (Kyrgyzstan).
The Leaders signed the Bishkek Declaration and
approved the
Regulations of the Forum of Heads of Regions and
Concept of cooperation in the field of Digitization and
Information-Communication Technologies.
Minister Shri Rajnath Singh represented India in the

important documents including

Defence

GULF AND WEST ASIA

The Gulf

India has close and strong relationship with Gulf region
which has remained a region of prime importance in
our extended neighborhood. Our bilateral friendly
ties with each of the Gulf countries are deep-rooted
in shared history and have been constantly nourished
through growing multidimensional cooperation and
vibrant people-to-people engagement.

There has been an unprecedented boost in political
and economic engagement with the Gulf region
over the past few years. With sustained efforts and
focused engagement, the traditional
relationship (basically focused on energy supplies)
has been transformed into a strategic engagement.
The Gulf region is one of the largest trading partners
of India with a bilateral trade of over US$ 150 billion
in 2018-19. It is the source of more than 50 percent
of our oil and gas needs. The region hosts a 9 million
strong Indian community and contributed an annual
remittance of over US$ 48 billion in 2018 (out of total
remittances to India of 78.6 Billion dollars).

buyer-seller

In the Year 2019-20, the close political engagement
with the countries in the region continued to grow.

The visit of Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed Bin

18t meeting of Council of SCO Heads of Government
(Prime Ministers) held under the chairmanship of Prime
Minister of Republic of Uzbekistan H.E. Mr. Abdulla
Aripov on 2 November 2019 in Tashkent (Uzbekistan).
Minister of Home Affairs Shri Amit Shah chaired
the 10" meeting of SCO Ministers dealing with the
Prevention and Liquidation of Emergency Situations
on 8 November 2019 in New Delhi.

Salman to India in February 2019 further consolidated
the bilateral partnership and opened avenues for
enhanced cooperation and prospects of increased
Saudi investments in India’s infrastructure. PM Shri
Narendra Modi visited Bahrain (first ever Indian PM
visit to the nation) and UAE in August 2019, where he
was conferred their respective nations’ highest civilian
awards. He also attended the third session of the
Future Investment Initiative Forum in Riyadh on 28-29
October, 2019 at the invitation of Saudi King Salman,
as a ‘Guest of Honour’ where the two leaders signed an
Agreement for establishment of a Strategic Partnership
Council between the two countries

Iran

The year 2019 witnessed momentum being maintained
in bilateral political and commercial exchanges at all
levels. The 19th session of the Joint Commission at
the level of External Affairs was held in December
2019 after a gap of four years. Both sides agreed on
building upon the success achieved in operationalising
Chabahar port for promoting regional connectivity. The
India-Iran bilateral trade during the fiscal year 2018-
19 witnessed a 23.8 % increase vis-a-vis 2017-18 and
reached USD 17.03 billion.
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WANA REGION

The West Asia & North Africa (WANA) region remains
important for India’s energy and food security, as also
for its salience in maintenance of global peace and
security. During the year, relations with all the countries
of WANA region were taken forward in a calibrated
through regular holding of
dialogue mechanisms and high-level exchange of visits.
This region is a primary source of rock phosphates
and its derivatives, and potash used in fertilizers. India
sources over 80% of its rock phosphate requirement
from countries in this region. This region is also rich
in minerals. We continue to intensify our efforts to
further secure our energy interests in the region. We
forged greater defence and security cooperation with
most of the countries in the region through formal
and informal mechanisms in the areas of intelligence
sharing; counter-terrorism; cyber security etc. We
have enhanced our maritime security and anti-piracy
cooperation with Djibouti, Somalia and other countries
in the region. Government of India conferred its second
highest civilian honour, the Padma Vibhushan on the
President of the Republic of Djibouti Ismail Omar
Guelleh in March 2019.

manner, institutional

In the backdrop of continued financial crisis being
faced by the United Nations Relief and Works Agency
for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA), India has enhanced
its annual contribution to the organization from US
$ 1.25 million to US $ 5 million. India also continued
to contribute towards United Nations Interim Force
in Lebanon (UNIFIL). A sizable contingent of Indian
personnel is engaged in peacekeeping
operations as part of the United Nations Mission In
South Sudan (UNMISS).

security

Leaders of WANA countries congratulated Prime
Minister on his party’s electoral victory, and conveyed
condolences over the demise of former External Affairs
Minister Smt. Sushma Swaraj. In addition, International

Day of Yoga, 150t Birth Anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi, 550t Birth Anniversary of Guru Nanak Deviji,
ICCR Foundation Day, 55t ITEC Day were celebrated
by our Missions in all WANA countries in partnership
with the government authorities, local communities
and Indian diaspora organisations.

AFRICA

During the year 2019-20,
countries in Africa continued to expand and diversify.
In the context of India’s Africa Outreach Policy, this year
the first incoming and the first outgoing visits by Heads
of State after the formation of the new government
were to and from Africa. The year witnessed the first-
ever visit of President Edgar Lungu of Zambia to India in
September 2019. The President of India visited Benin,
the Gambia and Guinea in July-August 2019. The first-
ever visit by an Indian Vice President to Comoros took
place in October 2019 and Vice President also visited

India’s relations with

Sierra Leone.

Parliamentary exchanges during the year included
the visit of Shri Om Birla, Speaker of Lok Sabha
leading 84-member delegation comprising Members
of Parliament from Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha,
Speakers/Deputy  Speakers
Legislative Assemblies from 25 States to attend the
64" Commonwealth Parliamentary Conference held
in Kampala in September 2019. A delegation from
Parliamentary Commission of Uganda visited India in
July 2019. For the first time, India deployed Election
Observers for Zimbabwe General Elections. Observers

and Members of

from Zimbabwe also witnessed Indian Elections. Indian
EVMs were used in Namibian Elections this year.

Interaction and engagements between leaders

continued on the sidelines of multilateral meetings.
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi met Presidents
of Namibia and Niger on the sidelines of the United
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Nations General Assembly (UNGA). Prime Minister Shri
Modi interacted with President Cyril Ramaphosa of
South Africa and President of Senegal on the margins
of G-20 and BRICS Summit. External Affairs Minister
met Prime Minister of Uganda Dr. Ruhakana Rugunda
and Foreign Ministers of Cote d'lvoire, Sierra Leone
and Equatorial Guinea on the sidelines of UNGA. EAM
also met Deputy Foreign Minister of Cameroon on the
margins of NAM meeting.

The high-level political engagements were supported by
regular meetings of institutional mechanisms, including
at the Ministerial level. India hosted the second Joint
Commission Meeting (JCM) with Kenya (March 2019).
Minister of State (MoS) for External Affairs Shri V.
Muraleedharan led a delegation for the CII-EXIM Bank
Regional Conclave on India-Southern Africa Project
Partnership Conclave in Lusaka in October 2019. The
official level engagements included the first Foreign
Office Consultations (FOCs) with Botswana in May
2019 in New Delhi and FOCs with Lesotho and South
Africa in October 2019. The 9*" meeting of India-Kenya
Joint Trade Committee was held in August 2019.

The period witnessed enhanced defence and
security engagement with the region and a focus on
maritime cooperation. During the first ever visit of
Raksha Mantri (RM) to Mozambique in July 2019,
MoU on Hydrography and MoU on Sharing of White
Shipping Information were signed. RM gifted two Fast
Interceptor Boats for the use of Mozambican Navy.
During the visit of Defence Minister of Mozambique to
India in November 2019, MoU on promoting maritime
security in Mozambique Exclusive Economic Zone was
signed. The First India Africa Field Training Exercise
IAFTX was held in March 2019. India concluded a
bilateral MoU on Defence Cooperation with Zambia in
August 2019 and Comoros in October 2019. We now
have institutionalized Framework of Cooperation in the
Defence Sector with all Indian Ocean littoral countries
in East & Southern Africa.

We have enhanced our maritime security and anti-
piracy cooperation with Djibouti, Somalia and other
countries in the region. Government of India conferred
its second highest civilian honour, the Padma
Vibhushan on the President of the Republic of Djibouti
Ismail Omar Guelleh in March 2019.

India has been contributing troops including military
observers and police personnel for MONUSCO (UN
Stabilization Mission in the DR Congo). At present,
2,614 Indian personnel are deployed with MONUSCO.
Onthe HADR front, Operation Sahayata was conducted
in Mozambique in March-April 2019 rescuing over 204
people and providing medical assistance to over 3500.

On the economic front, our trade with Africa increased
and diversified. The current bilateral trade figures are
US$ 69.7 billion which is an increase of nearly 12%
over the previous year. Our Missions in the region
facilitated visits of several Indian business delegations
and organised trade fairs, Buyer-Seller Meets and
exhibitions. India-Africa Regional Economic Conclaves
were held in Zambia (Southern Africa) and Egypt
(Northern Africa).

A delegation from African Union visited India in
September 2019 for the review meeting of the Strategic
Cooperation Framework of India-Africa-Forum Summit
lll. The delegation along with IAFS Committee of
Resident Africa HOMs evaluated the progress made in
achieving various targets set out by the leaders during
IAFS-1ll. The meeting welcomed the tremendous
enhancement of overall engagement between India
and Africa. The AU Delegation acknowledged the
progress made by the Indian side on the status of
implementation of various commitments made under
IAFS-1ll through Lines of Credit, Grants and capacity
building initiatives. The Meeting welcomed the status
of implementation provided by Indian side, particularly
the fact that more than US$ 6.3 billion under the Indian
Lines of Credit have been committed /ongoing out of
the overall IAFS-11l commitment of US$ 10 billion, that
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an amount of more than US$ 700 million has already
been committed/ongoing as grant assistance thereby
exceeding the target of US$ 600 million set out in IAFS-
lll for grant assistance, and the completion of more
than 40,000 slots for training, scholarship and capacity
building out of the total commitment of 50,000 slots
in IAFS-III.

During his visit in January 2020 to Niamey, Republic
of Niger, EAM along with President of Niger, H. E.
Mahamadou Issoufou jointly inaugurated the Mahatma
Gandhi International Convention Centre (MGICC), a
spacious, modern and eco-friendly facility, including a
2000 capacity Plenary Hall, to witness high-level and
wide-ranging participation from AU Member States
and other high level Conventions. This is the first
centre to be established in Africa by India to honour
the memory of Mahatma Gandhi whose 150th birth
anniversary was observed in 2019. EAM also visited
Tunisia in January 2020.

With the opening of a new resident Mission in
Mbabane, Eswatini in August 2019, India has expanded
its presence in East and Southern Africa. Dignitaries
from Africa participated in the second Assembly of
International Solar Alliance (October 2019).

During 2019-20, India signed 7 MoUs with Zambia; 6
with Comoros and 4 with Mozambique. Malawi and
Uganda joined e-VidyaBharti and e-ArogyaBharti Project.

EUROPE AND EUROPEAN UNION

The year saw a further deepening of bilateral relations
between India and the European Union (EU). The
trend of high-level exchanges continued with several
importantvisits from India, including the visit of External
Affairs Minister. The India-EU Strategic Partnership
Review Meeting was also held on 8 November 2019 in
New Delhi in preparation for the 15t India-EU Summit.

Minister of External Affairs, Dr. S. Jaishankar, met Mr.

The focus on cooperation in the health and
pharmaceutical sector was maintained with gifting
equipment, including
Bhabhatron and ambulances, etc. India continued

of medicines and medical
to assist African countries by grant-assistance
(medicines, books, vehicles etc.), Lines of Credit,
technical consultancy, disaster relief, humanitarian aid,
scholarship for higher education and a range of capacity
building programmes including short term civilian and
military training courses.

To make the movement of Indian and African people
easier, e-Visa facility was expanded to cover 33
countries from Africa. In 2019-20, Air connectivity with
the region increased with resumption of Air India flight
in Nairobi-Mumbai sector in November 2019 as well as
direct flights from Dar es Salaam by Air Tanzania and
new connectivity between Addis Ababa and Bengaluru
by Ethiopian Airlines.

During the period, several
schemes/training programmmes were offered to the
students and officials from the region under Indian
Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) scholarships, ITEC
initiatives and under IAFS. We continued with trilateral
training programmes for African candidates with USA
in the area of Agriculture and UN Peacekeeping under

India for Humanity Programme for Ethiopia.

scholarship/fellowship

Joseph Borrell, EU High Representative/Vice President-
designate for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, on 23
November 2019 on the sidelines of the G20 Foreign
Ministers’ meeting in Nagoya and deliberated on future
India-EU ties.

Minister of External Affairs Dr. S. Jaishankar visited
Brussels on 30 August 2019 and met the President of
the European Parliament Mr. David Maria Sassoli, EU
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High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security
Policy Ms. Federica Mogherini and EU Commissioner
for Humanitarian Aid & Crisis Management Mr. Christos
Stylianides and exchanged views on bilateral, regional,
global and multilateral issues.

Dr. S. Jaishankar and Ms. Federica Mogherini also
met on 1 August 2019 on the sidelines of the East
Asia Summit in Bangkok, and again on 27 September
2019 on the sidelines of the United Nations General
Assembly.

Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare Shri
Ashwini Kumar Choubey participated in the Global
Vaccination Summit 2019 organised by the European
Commission, in cooperation with the World Health
Organisation, on 12 September 2019. During his
intervention, Shri Choubey described the ways in
which the Government of India was strengthening
primary healthcare and rolling out one of the largest
vaccination programmes in history consisting of seven
vaccines.

The India-EU Strategic Partnership Review Meeting
was held on 8 November 2019 in New Delhi. The Indian
side was led by Smt. Vijay Thakur Singh, Secretary
(East), and the EU side by Mr. Christian Leffler, Deputy
Secretary General, European External Action Service.
The meeting covered the entire spectrum of the
India-EU relationship with a view to identify areas to
strengthen cooperation as well as possible deliverables
at the 15 India-EU Summit likely to take place in early
2020. Both sides recognized the need to fully realize
the untapped potential of the Strategic Partnership.
They also expressed commitment to increase the
engagement including in the areas of Digital Economy,
Climate Change and cooperation at multilateral
forums.

Shri Sanjiv Arora, Secretary (Consular, Passport & Visa
and Overseas Indian Affairs) and Ms. Paraskevi Michou,

Director General (Migration and Home Affairs),

European Commission co-chaired the 5th High Level
Dialogue on Migration and Mobility (HLDMM) between
India and the European Union in New Delhi on 11 July
2019. The discussions at the meeting encompassed a
wide range of issues of mutual interest in the context
of migration and mobility along the India-EU corridor.

The annual meeting of the India-EU Sub Commission on
Trade was held in Brussels on 4 July 2019 co-Chaired
by Ms Nidhi Mani Tripathi, Joint Secretary, DoC and
Mr. Peter Berz, Acting Director, Directorate General
of Trade, European Commission. The Sub Commission
reviewed the reports of the Joint Working Groups
under its purview such as Pharmaceuticals, SPS/
TBT (Sanitary and Phyto-sanitary/Technical Barriers
to Trade), Agriculture & Marine Products, etc. It also
discussed trade related issues such as GSP (Generalised
System of Preference), Market access issues, data
protection, IPR (Intellectual Property Rights), steel,
regulatory measures affecting trade on both sides, etc.

The 12th annual meeting of the India-EU Joint Working
Group on
Technology) took place in Brussels on 12-13 September
2019 which was co-Chaired by Shri Rajiv Kumar, Joint
Secretary, MeitY, and Mr Gerard De Graaf, Director,
Directorate General of Communications Networks,
Content and Technology,
The discussions focused on Telecommunications,
including  market 5G, Cyber
Research & Innovation, Personal data protection, Al
(Artificial Intelligence), Supercomputing Quantum,
Standardisation, etc. An EU-India Business Dialogue

ICT (Information and Communication

European Commission.

issues, security,

was also organized by Digital Europe and NASSCOM
on 12 September 2019.

Ministry of Railways and the European Commission
(Directorate General of Mobility and Transport) signed
an Administrative Arrangement on Cooperation in the
field of Railways on 3 September 2019. In pursuance
to this, both sides held a Technical Seminar on 19
November 2019 in New Delhi with the participation
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of European Commission officials and industry

representatives.

The EU is India’s largest regional trading partner while
India is the EU’s 9th largest trading partner. India’s
bilateral trade in goods with the EU in 2018 stood
at €91.5 billion ($107.97 billion) comprising India’s
exports to the EU at €45.8 billon ($54.0 billion) and
imports at €45.7 billion ($53.9 billion). India’s bilateral
trade for the period January-September 2019 with the
EU stood at €68.6 billion ($75.46 billion).

India’s bilateral trade in services with the EU in 2018
was €36 billion ($42.5 billion) comprising India’s
exports at €19.3 billion ($22.7 billion) and imports at
€16.7 billion ($19.7 billion).

EU is India’s largest source of FDI. During the period
April 2000 to June 2019, FDI equity inflows from the
EU to India totalled $100.35 billion, which is about
23% of the total FDI.

Central Europe

The Central Europe Division of MEA looks after
bilateral relations with 30 countries from the region.
Bilateral relations with some of the CE countries are
rooted in cultural ties. Prominent Indian figures such as
Rabindranath Tagore and Mahatma Gandhi are highly
revered in the CE countries. During a recent visit of
our President to Switzerland, he unveiled the bust of
Mahatma Gandhi.

Politically, India's relations with all the countries are
free from any major bilateral irritants. Most of them
support India at international and multilateral fora
including India’s permanent membership to the UNSC
and NSG. Over the past decade or so, particularly after
the countries in the region stabilized, joined the EU,
and found their own niche capabilities, relations have
deepened. Their expanding global presence has in
recent years attracted the attention of many countries.
Within the EU, the CE countries have a strong voice

and constitute groupings like the Visegrad Group
(Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland and Slovakia) which
is a robust force within the EU.

During the year 2019, close to 20 high level exchanges
took place giving relations a further boost. EAM
visited Poland and Hungary in August 2019, Finland
in September 2019 and Serbia in November 2019.
The presence of three HOS/HOGs at the recently
concluded Vibrant Gujarat Summit from CE countries
was testament to our growing economic cooperation.

India - CE economic engagement is multi-faceted,
broad based and complementary. The CE countries
have great potential in several fields such as IT &I TES,
Pharmaceuticals, Artificial Intelligence, e-governance,
renewable energy that resonate with India’'s growing
demand in these areas. The 5% edition of |IE29BF
concluded in 2019 saw good participation from CE
countries. These countries look to India as a desirable
destination for future cooperation and investments.

Western Europe

India's engagement with countries in Europe West
including European Union, France, Germany, UK ltaly,
Ireland, Portugal, Spain, Netherlands, Andorra and
Monaco witnessed an upswing during the fiscal 2019-
2020. This year was marked with a series of high level
political visits which deepened the existing bilateral
relationship between India and West European
countries including the European Union (EU). The
trend of high-level exchanges continued with several
important visits from India, including the visit of Prime
Minister for the G7 Summit in France and visits by
External Affairs Minister to these countries. Raksha
Mantri received the first Rafale fighter aircraft at the
handing over ceremony in Paris on 08 Oct 2019.

This year also witnessed
Chancellor Angela Merkel along with her cabinet
and business delegation on 1 Nov. 2019 for the 5%
Inter-Governmental Consultations. During which 22

India hosting German
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Agreements/MoUs were signed in multi-faceted areas
of cooperation.

EAM visited United Kingdom in 11 July 2019 to
participate in the 19" Commonwealth Foreign Affairs
Ministers Meeting and held bilateral meetings with his
counterparts from UK and some other Commonwealth
member countries.

The India-EU Strategic Partnership Review Meeting was
held on 8 November 2019 in New Delhi in preparation
for the 15% India-EU Summit. EU continues to be
India’s largest regional trading partner while India is the
EU’s 9th largest trading partner. India’s bilateral trade
in goods with the EU in 2018 stood at €91.5 billion
($107.97 billion) comprising India's exports to the EU
at €45.8 billon ($54.0 billion) and imports at €45.7
billion ($53.9 billion).

With Italy, the momentum generated by the visits of
Prime Minister Paolo Gentiloni in 2017 and Prime
Minister Giuseppe Conte in 2018 continued during
2019, with regular exchange of high-level visits and
various initiatives in the political, economic, scientific
and cultural fields. EAM attended the 5% edition of the
Mediterranean Dialogues (December 2019) organized
by the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs & International
Cooperation, in collaboration with the Italian Institute
for International Political Studies (ISPI). EAM addressed

THE AMERICAS

North America

India and the United States (U.S.) continued to expand
and develop the multifaceted ties between the two
nations. There was significant progress in bilateral
cooperation in areas such as defence, security, counter-
terrorism, energy, science & technology, and people-to-
people ties. Regular interaction at the leadership level
continued to provide guidance and vision for taking
forward the India-U.S. Strategic Partnership. Meetings

a Special Session on India, which highlighted India’s
interests in the Mediterranean and the Gulf region, as
well as India’s role in the changing global environment.

From Netherlands it was the first State Visit by King
and Queen in Oct 2019, which was was followed by a
visit By EAM. Monaco Prince Albert Il of Monaco paid
an official visit on February 5, 2019 which provided an
opportunity to review progress in bilateral cooperation
and discuss ways to further expand the multi-faceted
partnership in areas of mutual interest.

Prime Minister of Portugal Mr Antonio Costa was on a
working visit from 19-20 Dec on an invitation extended
by Prime Minister Modi to attend the second meeting
of the Organising Committee on the celebrations for
the 150th Birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi on
19 Dec 2019. The Organising Committee meeting was
presided over by President of India. This was followed
by the visit by the Portugal President Marcelo Rebelo
de Sousain Feb 2020.

Overall, India’s engagement with the countries in
Europe West has been further deepened with enhanced
cooperation
science and technology, civil nuclear cooperation,
space, defence, urban management including Smart
Cities, student exchanges and tourism flows.

in trade, investment, infrastructure,

at the Ministerial
mechanisms such as EAM’s vist to the US and Canada
(in December 2019) and the India-U.S. 2+2 Ministerial
Dialogue played an instrumental role in developing the
framework for future cooperation as well as expansion
of ties in various areas of mutual interest. Aided by
the growing convergence on strategic perspectives
between the two sides, the India-U.S. Strategic
Partnership is playing an increasingly important role

levels and high-level dialogue
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in enhancing regional and global peace, security, and
stability.

Latin America

Relations with Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC)
region, comprising 33 countries from South & Central
America and the Caribbean, gained momentum in
2019-20. The momentum is an acknowledgment of
the fact that India increasingly views LAC countries
as a significant partner in its own economic growth
trajectory. India’s trade with the region reached US$40
billion in 2019. The historic-cultural linkages binding us
with a vibrant and dynamic Indian diaspora of nearly
1 million in the Caribbean were buttressed further.
The first ever India-CARICOM Leaders’ meeting at
PM level was held in September 2019 on the sidelines
of UNGA. The meeting underscored India’s firm
commitment to strengthen its political, economic and
cultural engagement with CARICOM. Prime Minister of
St. Vincent & the Grenadines Mr. Ralph E. Gonsalves
became the first Head of the Government from St.
Vincent & the Grenadines to visit India on an official
visit when he visited India in September 2019. Earlier
Rashtrapatiji visited Chile in April 2019. PM visited
Brazil to attend the BRICS Summit in November 2019
in Brasilia. India’s engagement with LAC countries at
the regional and multilateral levels gained impetus.
Many LAC countries supported India’s candidatures to
various international bodies and vice versa.

UNITED NATIONS,
INTERNATIONAL
ORGANISATIONS AND LEGAL
AND TREATIES DIVISION

India continued its high-level engagement with the
United Nations in line with the central role that the
institution plays in the world order.

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, accompanied by
External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar, Minister
of State for External Affairs Shri V Muraleedharan
and other senior officials, led the Indian delegation to
the High-Level Segment of the UNGA in September
2019. PM attended high level meetings viz. Climate
Action Summit, High-Level Meeting on Universal Health
Coverage, and the Leaders’ Dialogue on Strategic
Responses to Terrorist and Violent Extremist Narratives.
PM also announced the launch of the Coalition for
Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI) and the initiative
of the “Leadership Group’, an outcome of the Industry-
Transition Track that India co-led with Sweden as part
of the Climate Action Summit. PM also met with leaders
of Pacific Islands Developing States and the CARICOM
leaders on the sidelines. India also hosted an event to
commemorate the 150" Birth Anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi.

India hosted the 14t Conference of Parties (CoP14) of
the United Nation Convention to Combat Desertification
in Delhi in September, 2019 at which Deputy Secretary
General Ms. Amina Mohammad participated. High level
engagement continued with the High Commissioner
for Human Rights Ms. Michelle Bachelet on various
human rights issues. Shri Narender Singh Tomar led
the Indian delegation to the Governing Body meeting
of International Treaty of Plant Genetic Resources for
Food and Agriculture, in November 2019 at FAO Rome.
The Minister of State for Labour and Employment Shri
Santosh Kumar Gangwar, led the delegation to the
108th Centenary Session of the International Labour
Conference (ILC), held in Geneva from 10-21 June,
2019. The 72" World Health Assembly (WHA) session
took place in Geneva from 20-28 May 2019 at which
WHA appointed the Comptroller & Auditor General
of India as the external auditor of WHO for the four-
year period 2020-23. |India was re-elected to the
Councils of International Civil Aviation Organization,
of International Maritime Organization and of Food
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& Agriculture Organization during the year. India was
also elected to the Executive Board of UN-Habitat.
India actively participated in various meetings of the
UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). India
also remained actively engaged with the Global Forum
on Migration and Development (GFMD) as a member
of its Steering Group. The 43rd session of the World
Heritage Committee was held in Baku Convention
Centre from 30 June to10 July 2019. The Walled City
of Jaipur got inscribed in the representative list of the
World Heritage site during the Session taking the total
number of Indian sites inscribed to 38.

Other international organisations

Vice President Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu led the Indian
delegation to the 18th Summit of Heads of State and
Government of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM)
held in Baku, Azerbaijan on 25-26 October, 2019.
EAM participated in the NAM Ministerial Meeting
held in Baku, Azerbaijan on 23 -24 October 2019.
EAM also participated in the Commonwealth Foreign
Affairs Ministers Meeting (CFAMM) held in London
during 9-11 July 2019. Prof. Tijjani Muhammad-Bande,
President for the 74% session of UNGA visited New
Delhi from 1-4 September 2019. Hon. Lok Sabha
Speaker led Indian delegation to the 141t Session of
the IPU held in Belgrade from 13-17 October 2019.
India proposed an emergency item on the theme
‘Addressing Climate Change’ which was unanimously
adopted by all member states of IPU.

DISARMAMENT AND
INTERNATIONAL SECURITY
AFFAIRS

Global peace and security hinges upon a robust
disarmament, non-proliferation
security architecture. India has been actively engaged
in the field of disarmament, non-proliferation and

and international

international security and has developed a strong
and credible narrative based on its experiences and
engagements in various regional and multilateral
forums. India’s stand on disarmament issues was
guided by its national security interests and tradition
of close engagement with the international community
to promote cooperative efforts in dealing with global

challenges in an evolving geostrategic environment.

In 2019, India continued to play an active role in various
multilateral forums on disarmament and international
security affairs in pursuance of its commitment to
the goal of universal and non-discriminatory nuclear
disarmament as well as general and complete
disarmament.

MULTILATERAL ECONOMIC
RELATIONS

BRICS

Prime Minister led the India’s delegation to the Eleventh
BRICS Summit that was held on 13&14 November 2019
in Brasilia under the theme “BRICS: Economic Growth
for an Innovative Future”. At the Summit, the Leaders
discussed global financial and security situation,
countering terrorism, climate change,
development, reform of the multilateral system, reform
of World Trade Organisation (WTQ) and institutions of
international governance, ways to promote Intra-BRICS
cooperation including in science & technology, trade,
health, information and communication technology,
people-to-people exchanges. BRICS Business Council
and the New Development Bank also presented their
reports to the Leaders at the Summit. The outcomes of
the Summit included the Brasilia Declaration in which

sustainable

strong sentiments were expressed by BRICS Leaders
on Terrorism. BRICS Leaders condemned terrorism
in all its forms and manifestations. They recalled the
responsibility of all States to prevent the menace of
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terrorist networks and actions from their countries.
BRICS Leaders also held their customary informal
Meeting on the margins of the G20 Summit in Osaka,
Japan on 28 June 2019. The Leaders held discussions
on agenda of G20 meeting and also exchanged views
on a wide range of global political, security, economic
and global governance issues of importance and mutual
concern.

G20

Prime Minister led the Indian delegation to the
Fourteenth G20 Summit in Osaka, Japan on 28 & 29
June 2019. The themes of G20 Summit were “Global
Economy”, “Trade and
“Environment and Energy”, “Employment”, “Women’s
“Development” “Health”, to
Ensure Global Sustainable Development. The G20
Leaders issued a Communiqué (the G200saka Leaders’
Declaration) at the Summit.

Investment”, “Innovation”,

empowerment”, and

IBSA

A meeting of the IBSA Foreign Ministers was held on
the margins of 74t United Nations General Assembly
in New York on 26 September 2019.. EAM Shri S.
Jaishankar Chaired the Meeting. The IBSA Joint
Statement on the Reform of the Multilateral System,
calling for promoting the reform of the multilateral

through cooperation
relevant multilateral fora and

system and coordination

in all international

organizations was issued on the occasion.

G7 Summit, Biarritz, France

Prime Minister participated in the G7 Summit held
in Biarritz, France on 26 August 2019, as ‘Partners
of Goodwill - Biarritz Partner’. At the Summit, Prime
Minister was the lead speaker in the session on digital
transformation, where he highlighted India’s success in
the field of digital and financial inclusion.

BIMSTEC, SAARC AND
NALANDA

Activities under BIMSTEC served as a visible input
into India’'s ‘Nieghbourhood First Policy’ and ‘Act
East’ policies. Presence of BIMSTEC leaders at the
government’s swearing-in ceremony in May 2019
reinforced the growing stature of BIMSTEC in the
region. Nalanda University made steady progress
in developing
programmes.

its infrastructure and academic

DEVELOPMENT
COOPERATION

Development partnerships hold an important place
in India’s external
reference to our immediate neighbourhood under
the Government'’s ‘Neighborhood First’ and ‘Act East’
While India's development cooperation
initiatives have a long and enduring history, the nature
and spread of such development assistance has,
in recent years, expanded both geographically and
sectorally. India's development cooperation aligns with
the development priorities of its partner countries.

engagement, particularly with

policies.

Eight years after the creation of the Development
Partnership Administration (DPA) wing of the Ministry
of External Affairs, greater institutional coherence
and focus has been brought to the Government's
development with
including in project delivery and implementation. India’s
development assistance model that gives primacy
to the needs and priorities of the host country has
made India a valuable partner in their developmental
growth journeys. The focus of India’s developmental
assistance is on sharing the Indian experience, building
capacities, investing creating critical
infrastructure and enhancing connectivity with our

initiatives foreign countries

in people,
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extended neighbourhood. Government of India’s
grant assistance includes infrastructure creation that
span various sectors such as railway links, roads &
bridges,
transmission lines, power generation, hydropower etc.
Capacity building, education, healthcare, agriculture
and community development are some other sectors

where India is partnering with neighbouring countries.

waterways, border-related infrastructure,

During 2019-20, around 12000 civilian training slots
were offered to 160 partner countries under the
Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC)
Programme. These capacity building courses also
included especially designed courses and training
programmes in a variety of disciplines, based on specific
requests from partner countries.

A comprehensive review of ITEC programme has led
to various new initiatives including introduction of new
modalities like e-ITEC, ITEC-Onsite and ITEC Executive,
enhanced facilities to participants, inclusion of new
premier institutes like lITs & [IMs, partnership with
private institutions, increased social media outreach,
launch of new logo for ITEC, etc. ITEC also includes
capacity building cooperation with friendly foreign
countries in defence areas by offering more than 2000
slots for officers and men fr