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Hon'ble Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi

"Partition's pains can never be forgotten.
Millions of our sisters and brothers were
displaced and many lost their lives due to
mindless hate and violence. In memory of
the struggles and sacrifices of our people,
14th August will be observed as Partition
Horrors Remembrance Day.”
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: PARTITIDN HDRRORS :
5} REMEMBRANCE DAY 3-
“+ Background %
(=1l =
: The partition of India in its most basic form is a story of é
= unprecedented human displacement and forced migration. j,
= It 1s a story in which millions sought new homes in —___;:1:
: environments that were alien and resistive. More than _?
I being a story of a violent divide based on faith and 1“
& religion, it is also a story of how a way of life and ages of =
?F co-existence came to a sudden and dramatic end. ﬁ
é‘ About 6 million non-Muslims moved out from what had EH
t become West Pakistan and another 6.5 million Muslims
_ moved out from the Indian part of Punjab, Delhi, ete., into
= West Pakistan. In the east, an estimated 2 million non-
g Muslims moved out of Kast Bengal (Pakistan) and later in
= 1950, another 2 million non-Muslims moved into West
(India) Bengal. It is estimated that about one million
Muslims had moved out of West Bengal.
=
'_ The estimate of those killed has varied from 500,000 to
;} over 1,000,000. The generally accepted figure stands at |
around 500,000.
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Nehru Mountbatten and Jinnah

Historical Backdrop of Partition

The Freedom of India was nevertheless an easy go as it came with tragic

communal violence engulfing the life ol more than a million people amidst the
demand of Separate Pakistan and the threat of Direct Action with the root cause

being religion. The Divide and Rule Policy of the British strategically seeded the
roots of communalism in India and was later cultivated by Jinnah and Muslim

League with his policy of the Two-nation theory which was the prime reason tor

creation ol Pakistan. In matter ol weeks, 12 million people majorly Hindus and
Sikhs crossed newly formed international borders, over a million lost their lives,

U

thousands of children went missing, thousands of women were raped and

especially the two states of Punjab and West Bengal was in a complete state of

Lurmoil.,
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“The British Government was |
mediator rather than
arbitrator”

Vieceroy Mountbatten along with Jawaharlal Nehru, Sardar Patel, Acharya
Kriplani, Sardar Baldev Singh, Sardar Abdur Nishjar, Liaguat Ali and
Mohammad Ali Jinnah.

On February 20 (1947), British Prime Minister Clement Attlee had
announced in the House of Commons that the Government had decided to
hand over power and leave India not later than 30 June 1948. The whole
process however was fast forwarded by Lord Mountbatten by almost a year.
Mountbatten had returned to New Delhi from London on May 31, 1947,
carrying with him the approval for advancing the transfer ol power. The

plan was broadly agreed upon in the historie meeting of June 2, 1947. The <3
decision to partition India was like a pre-condition. There was widespread -,
opposition to the plan in general and more specifically to the idea that a !

AL _'I*’ L

v

country such as India should be partititioned on the basis of religious ;

following. The mental divide appears, it was said, to have existed only

: Fﬂwﬂ‘ﬁ_ =

among the leaders and other interests who saw in the country’s partition

1 Il,-l

) {
o o

their own bright future.
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Historic Press Conference:
June 4, 1947

“We Areln A Hurry
To Quit’

/000 MUST DEGIDE YOUR FATE AT ONCE"

HOUNTBATTEN'S AFPEAL T0 PRINCES

Cur Specigl Correspondent |
aEW DELHI, June 3 |

iile the latest . Gritish plan-
heoriiig o altermatize—(oujorms
dguliaiy o your correspin- |

parlieT messages, somé - ime

o poins hate nob -yel-come S =
: | furance Lo the Stkhe in the Viee-

Hie
o lorsMounthation 10|

P e = g S e
= T o —— o

L.
i — —

bicked the Sikh cose,which -10as

presenivd by Sardar Baldey Singid
=—[Tp .""..'!‘iu'. l!-t'“..!H:,I' L L“H'.Lf

homeland,

i1 _understoad that the —gs-

roys _oroadenst s well meant and

Viceroy Lord Mountbatten addressed a

historic press conference in New Delhi
1947. As the Viceroy
announced the plan to transfer power

on June 4.

almost a year ahead of the earlier
schedule, a series of questions followed.
The most important was regarding the
transfer of population. The Viceroy's

answer was : Personally I don’t see it

(people moving out) . . . some measure
of transfer will come about in a natural
way . .. people will transfer themselves
.. (The Tribune June 5, 1947)

As time would show this would be a
huge understatement. Over 13 million

people were uprooted and forced to

migrate as a result of the partition.
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The All India Muslim League
Resolves on Partition

20

| B N
"I' ’ oy -

(Illustrated London News July 5, 1947 (Digital Photo Archives NMML New Delhi

The All India Muslim League had met on June 9, 1947 at the Imperial Hotel in
New Delhi. The resolution seeking partition was virtually unanimous - 300 for
and 10 against. Jinnah is seen making the announcement of the passage of the

resolution to the press. Many League leaders were unhappy tor the division ot

the new dominion of Pakistan into two wings FEast and West. This, as time

would show. was not a workable idea. The East of Pakistan was forced to

separate and form the new dominion of Bangladesh in 1971.
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...--'—""'-_-'-'-" I : .

Meeting with the Indian Leaders on 2 June 1947. From Mountbatten's left: Jinnah, Liaquat Ali Khan,

Sardar Abdur Rab Nishtar, Sardar Baldev Singh. Acharya Kripalani. Sardar Patel. and Pandit Nehru.

On 4 June, at a Press Conference, Lord Mountbatten, Vieeroy of India,
announced the date of independence as 14/15 August. This was much sooner
than anyone had expected. The Independence of India Act was passed by the
British Parliament on July 18 to accommodate the faster time-table announced
by Lord Mountbhatten.
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Press Cpinions: ‘Tragic that India should have
found Dominion Status in Division not in Unity’

{ TIE VICENONS || r

uepan ) 5 "Those who are saying that the division of India has
A |4 become almost inevitable and in the same breath are
B ot e = 411 o AR A . . ;
: Sl eme  appealing to their countrymen to get ready to receive

T e = = i - = o i —— — 1 e i = = =" = r ~ - . S -
1 " 1 i |
¥ i L J: i il e F | r | II 1 '-I i I Ly Fal | { d 1 | 1 F s i o r & 1% i 1 J | .
T | | ! | & L g % | 1A A [ Y (3014 {1 g1
1 F ¥ i i ] 1] T4 i 14 [ I
I.I.|' . - & - 4 -y &, L L .a L - o i - E - ] - = 4 & - [] g e,
= -y o S e e ' - o E B S Rl IR T s, S S - e LY e i b Thi— =2 . ™ -

- coea o AR fhe oift of independence are talking in contradictory
=) sirtec s oy e _ | |
= S B lerms. In my opinion the leaders . . . have lalled prey to
l' -—_'..EI [ |!!.E':'::"|- " '::_ t.'.:. .y T
) | e British.
| e . - * -
Titk---_--é! J_"“:“* = - Baba Kharak Singh, the senior and highly respected
by S e TS P i b et _ _ il
T“ s et 8 Punjab leader (The Tribune June 25, 1947).
ey I RS A '
= fi g e e e
‘H{:“ | 1,_']?5'"5% e g
) | e e i
- SH m& — e British Plan Personal Triumph for Viceroy
rf#} UMPH | -.-,,ml L I % 1. : |
:__qﬁ' ﬂf:;ﬂllh:um'r:“ -Hlﬁtﬂ-.l.rm ﬂl-Er!E_:‘ T = = -
) LT s s e b U e R T TR
=
Sir Radeliffe, the man who was assigned to draw the

ﬁ line for partition had never earlier visited India. There
|

f was no way he could have understood its complexities.
3:’] When he was first approached to head the Punjab
,1 Boundary Commission, he was expected to complete the
= task by June 1948. But as it turned out with the

K 7 x II I'.-"I . i
L -1 1 | 1
s e iy

- P41
ikl o, e

Transfer of Power being preponed by almost a year, he

had just three weeks to draw the line. The process was

e —
T ' 4
i II Y

1“1 conducted like a personal agenda. As this report
) sugeests, the whole plan and the preponed schedule of
(= its implementation was seen as a personal triumph of the

jL Viceroy.

E;_ ‘Dangerous principle - namely a man changes his nationality with religion’
rF— "Frankly I am unable to understand...the reasons behind the acceptance of the
: British plan of partition...] am bound to support my government... I regret to

say however that ... we have accepted a dangerous principle namely a man

changes his nationality with religion... whether the acceptance of this rather

— =

reactionary principle will help India to avoid civil war I do not know." - William
Dobie, M.P. House of Commons (The Tribune, June 6, 1947).
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British Plan Personal Triumph for Vieeroy
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REMEMBRANCE DAY
"PARTITION BOUNDARIES IN BENGAL AND ASSAM

;"#_. ". -' "- 4 |- §
|J .']' Y ! r?:?f : "]..

Pt - r
i _h:i g Y £ i
A

I‘;“'.“['L‘ '::. '

SHOWING NOTIONAL BOUNDARIES AS LAID DOWN IN THE FIRST SCHEDULE OF INDIAN | "T
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Map showing the National and final huu idaries in Bengal and Assam.

In June 1947, Mountbhatten asked Sir Cyril Radeliffe, a barrister, to chair two

Boundary Commissions—one for Bengal. He had no knowledge of India and had
never been to India belore. Mountbatten considered this a lavourable point as no one
would accuse him of being biased one way or another. The members of the
Boundary Commission were evenly divided and could not agree on the division. The

decisions were thus left to Radeliffe. He arrived in India on July 8, and completed

his Report by August 12.
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The migration and rehabilitation ol people took a different form in Bengal
compared to Punjab, continuing over decades. Officials downplayed the crisis and
encouraged refugees to return to their homes and refused relief to migrants from

East Bengal.

Refugees awaiting transport at Ranaghat, West Bengal.
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Suhrawardy and Jinnah

The Masterminds of the Communal Riots

The history of India’s Partition is incomplete without a mention of the sordid
episode of the Great Calcutta Killings of 1946 when Calcutta was taken over by
vicious forees of communal frenzy. The Muslim League fought the election based
on a single point agenda-creation of Pakistan. The veiled propaganda was that
the campaign was to oust the British but in reality it was against the Sikhs and
Hindus. The initial proposal ol the two-nation theory was completely rejected by
The Indian National Congress, further inciting Jinnah to devise the plan of
‘Direct Action’.

In Jinnah’s words “We do not want war. If you want war, we accept your offer
unhesitatingly. We will either have a divided India or a destroyed India”™
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Syed Muhammed Usman, who was the mayor of Calcutta offered his complete
support to the Muslim League’s propaganda and issued a widely circulated leaflet

Py,

DEATNIING

that said “Kafer ! toder dhongsher aar deri nei! Sarbik hotyakando ghotbei! 'P.i

(Infidels, Your End is not far away! You will be massacred)” =

-

In order for the riots to be successful with respect to the Muslim League’s E

agenda, Hindu police officers in or around Calcutta were sent to leave or :El

L)

purposely transferred and were replaced by Muslim officers in nearly 22 out of e

24 police stations by the then Prime Minister of Bengal, HS Suhrawardy. It was

pertinent as these olficers aided in the butchering, raping and looting ol Hindus =

in Calecutta. ’:."
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Riots at North Calcutta supported by the
administration of Suhrawardy

On 1% August 1946, an Urdu newspaper ‘Asre Jadid® published an editorial
titled *Direct Action’. In this article, it blamed the British rule for the Direct
Action. It said, “These Britishers who do not exercise their votes in the

Constituent Assembly Election are responsible for the present state of affairs.” It
blamed the Britishers for appeasing the Congress and conspiring by putting

e |

Hindus against Muslim interests. 1t said, “Direct Action should be taken against

them. To the Muslims, Direct Action means a fight and a light implies violence.
Direct Action may not be civil disobedience but will be in the nature of revolt.

There are many instances of British ingratitude to the Muslims and hence the
decision of the British to hand over the power to Congress is not
surprising.”Suranjan Das in his book -Communal Riots in Bengal quoted another
leallet titled *Quami Jung Ka Tabl-e-baz Aaya’ which means “The Drum

Announcing the War for the community has been clarioned'.
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The violence of 1947 and the announcement of Partition resulted in millions of :
| . . . . : =

people being displaced from their homes overnight
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Perhaps the largest number of people migrated in Kafilas, walking scores of
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miles in the searing heat and the torrential rains of a particularly heavy

-
i
i
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monsoon. As the Kafilas walked, more and more people would join from the
villages they passed through extending the length of the Kafilas, which could
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stretch between 10 miles to27 miles and hold tens of thousands of people
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Women suffered enormously during
the Partition, and their experience of
the Partition and its trauma was very
different from that of the men, They
were abducted and raped and many
were sold into prostitution. Many
were forced to convert their religion
and marry the very men who might
have slaughtered their family. In
addition, their own family members
often undertook to kill them to 'save

the honour of the family’. The Indian
government reported 33,000 women
as abducted, while the Pakistan
government estimated 50,000
abducted women. But these statistics
vastly underestimated the extent

of suffering.
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Humans and Rail, two long cues moving in s

ame destination, yet journey wrecked
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Refugees
on the Move

A classical image ol the ordinary eitizen

;.

had probably understood what the ‘fuss
was all about. In this case, it is difficult to
say whether this family was moving East
to West or West (o East in Bengal
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Refugees on the Move
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One of the first attacks was launched on the Hindu-owned businesses of a bazaar
in the Ramganj police station area. Soon, the fanatic mob raided the houses o
eminent Hindus of the area. Surendra Nath Basu and Rajendra Lal
Roychowdhury who was the president of the Noakhali Bar Association and a
prominent Hindu Mahasabha leader. Roychowdhury was hacked to death by the
Muslim hooligans and his severed head was gifted to Sarwar. His two daughters
were abducted and presented to Sarwar’s loyalists as “war booty’. Freedom
fig:
jai.
his house in Sandweep was razed down. It is worth noting that Sen had become
a communist and joined the Communist Party of India in his later lile, but even
his communist identity couldn’t save him from the Islamist wrath; in their eyes,
Roy was just a Hindu. Numerous Hindu houses were set ablaze using petrol.
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First attacks in the
Ramgan) police station area

hter Lalmohan Sen, who had fought the British in 1930 and spent 16 years in
, was also not spared either. He was s.

aughtered by the marauding mobs and
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The use of petrol in remote areas like Sandweep where motor cars were hardly |

seen proved these attacks were premeditated. Here, a gallery will be displayed ;.

with rare newspaper cuttings and letters from The Great Calcutta Killings and =
Noakhali Riots.
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Riot Ulimatum: “Join
Islam Or Burn”

CA.LCUTI‘A, Oct. 20. AAP.— the ultimatum to_join Islam or

Principal motives behind
the lawlessness in the Noakhall
district of eastern Bengal were
mass conversions to the Islamic
falth and the abduction of
women, according to a staff
correspondent of the conserva-
tive newspaper “The States-
man."

“All villages in this area
have accepted Islam.,” salgd a
Hindu correspondent in Noak-
hall, in a letter released by the
Bengal Presas Advisory Commit-
tee. “A huge mob gave us

be burnt.”

Villagea had been attacked, housee
burned, and some women carried
oftf, according to evacuees who have
arrived in Calcutta from the Noak-
hali area, About 1000 more evacuees
hnve arrived.

“The Statesman' says about 150,000
persons and 400 villages are affected
by the mob violence. It quotes a
staff correspondent as saying that
10,000 persons had Jeft the interior
and were sheltering at Chandpur.

A correspondent of the Moslem
“Morning News' reports that stories
of mass conversion and the abduction
ol women 'were entirely untrue and
were only intended to excite com-

munal passions and oust Bengal's

AT DDINT Moslem League Ministry.

“In an area of about 200 sq miles the inhabitants surrounded by riotous mobs,

are being massacred, their houses being burnt, their womenfolk being forcibly

carried away and thousands being subjected to forcible conversion. Thousands of

R :
I'zl_-'}{v-'- YR ING.

hooligans attacked the villages, compelled them (Hindus) to slaughter their cattle

and eat. All places of worship in affected villages have been desecrated. The

NE
]

District Magistrate and the Police Superintendent of Noakhali took no step to .
A
prevent it,” reported The Statesman on October 16, 1946. 4
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Viceroy to visit Calcutta

A e
3l
3 =i :
E 1..
1 [ =
-. ok,

=

AL

= —

} From our special representative NEW DELHI, Aug 23, - “It is understood that

' the viceroy will fly to Calcutta on Sunday to study the situation there. He will : :
ﬂ return before Tuesday, Aug 27.7 f;_l
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2’70 Killed, 1600 injured in two days
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Communal
Riots in Calcutta

Life in the ecity was again
paralysed. The new market, in
the heart of the shopping and
amusement centre, was
attacked and many shops were
ransacked. Three large fires
broke out in North and Central
Calcutta.
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nichts ago the orgy of

lawlessness which had
overtaken this city had hardly
passed its climax. Now I am
thankful to be able to say with
confidence that Caleutta is
slowly returning to normal,”
said H.E Sir Frederik Burrows.
Governor of Bengal,
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The Masterminds of the
Ccommunal Riots

— N D T S T

i
e e Ty - ¥ o~ e - g el e ey el o e ey W —

uw._”.ﬂ.u i ..,.._..,ﬂ.J_.A_..lnxr_]x... P S v 2

LY A MY

iy r v = e . e L A = u ..l. b e e e e,

= z e j—




et ¥ T

T

———

=

LU

Government of India

PARTITION HORRDRS

REMEMBRANCE DAY

- A s T .

ﬂ

-’

Vi

T

(B

o
00

-

i e .

B80S

Ty

.

ALY

i

W

—
: -"

[
.

S

= o "
- [
s - .! -

.-‘-*."".r'i‘-i."' CIA '1".'" *J’ M iﬂ: '
Az'r 1+r ¥ 2 o
1..F,,_H- e i qﬁ,
J | mfﬁ""""

r;—- -|m'-| b w r 5 -:;u-'-:.-".:ltr Fr
Il. f‘. l|l
i 3

T .l. 1
' '-il':n rm-"ltl l'.ﬁ"'l- ne -'r"':'n. 1;

s 1 ’ 'J ‘-.‘-_: i}
i -*1 ?“L}i rlr k- |I -l.a--l'"i""-]'a.-F ‘-:rw -
1—*-1 J‘-HI Wikl .n'r-h-..- ur-nd

'f' o oy 'f_.?!'f
-ﬂ‘h "’r pital
nr o '-|:rr4| A\ IIJ| rrlrti r:|_||..|'|" 4.1{:!

Calcutta Riots

Mr R. L Walker,

Secretary, who with

Chief
other
covernment officials attended
the conference, said that the
number of soldiers on riot duty
had been increased and they
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available resources.
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A British military picket on riot duty in a street in
Eastern Calcutta, Barbed wire entanglements and
sandbags have been provided for their defence
against attack by hooligans. - Statesman
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Viceroy's study
of problems in

Bengal

Lord Mountbatten, during his 20
hour stay in Culeutta, is
understood to have expressed
orave concern at the distrubed
conditions in the ecity and
especially regarding any possible
fresh outbreaks of trouble on the
announcement ol the Bengal
Boundary Commission’s award

and on transfer ol power.
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Calcutta “A Predominantly Hindu City”
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Rai

Saheb Rajendra Lal Roy,
Sevasram

looting and
arson, which started in the
Begumgange area on Oct
10, and in which many
including

President of the Noakhali
District Bar Association,
lost their lives, is given by
Traymbakananda,

Sangha, in a statement.

of the Bharat

Swami

Eye Witness
Account of
Begumegange
An eye witness version of

the murder.

people,
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In Bengal too, where the waterways
played an important role in the daily
lives of the people, migration 1nvolved
extensive use of boats.
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These kafilas were particularly vulnerable to
attack by mobs. The people walked without
shelter, sanitation, food, or water. Thousands
especlally the elderly and children perished
from exhaustion, starvation, and

dlsease.
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What was so special in the land of our share,
for which you took away everything from us.
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Fighting for life
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This train's picture packed with passengers
shows the story of the crowd that migrated

from Bengal and settled 1n Calcutta.
(Photo: The Statesman, 1947)
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The pain from your welght is not much
when compared to these cruelties and violence
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Traditions, rights, inheritance and kKinship..
all left behind in the whiff of air
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Struggling to catch the last train in
the hope of a new beginning
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It's just a matter of two pileces of bread and a

Who is who's uncle or any relative...?
cup of water
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rails. same tracks snatched
the very dreams.

We dreamt success seeing the
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Refugees struggle for space on the trains

T
i

e

S
L4 Il"l'.l:':l-.l'--a[ T y a1 4 | AT G
I | k . 1 IEP S B R | i i A
e g R P o g e S TR ey e o e g

I
e b

The railways were used extensively by people moving between India and

Pakistan at the time of Partition. Rail transport was undertaken by consultation

etween India and Pakistan, and -6 trains would move every day from either
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knows no Hindu and Muslim
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= e O

]
.l.-.-..l I.rlll.l Ilillll.ll.bl. =

uw._”.ﬂ.u i ..,.._..,ﬂ.J_.A_..lnxr_]x... P S v 2

LY A MY

e I.LIlIr.'.‘.I.ll - i il ||IL.I|I - - |I-. ey = e = iy r .lullllr . e L A = u ..l. b e e e e,




r

ST

_.It"-_ﬁu-— T ‘_!5!'-_'5""!‘ ‘

f —— W
£
e e

!ﬁ Government of India

PARTITION HORRIORS

REMEMBRANCE DAY

e i e - e T R e,
- * - _-: l.'- . o i
} 4 \
i o e g A T - — :

5"|-:-.'-L"'_ - :__Ia'ifl_

=3
o)
W

- ——

T

o — - . —— __-_— r— : o Ml —
!
i
-t . * - — -

=

—-_.—..-_."-._-.—'.-_
i i
ml i
- o T “
sl

i

IR EE LR

a— =, e

"!’mel ET o
= x AR

i L

o - T -
= L
i i |
- ——

Cnce such a crowd of unknown people was seen =
only in the fairs, today anyone who offers
bread and shelter has become a relative.
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FAITH IN GOVERNMENT
ESSENTIAL FOR PEACE

GANDHUI ASKS PEOPLE NOT TO
TAKE LAW INTO OWN HANDS

Pyople chmtid beane U Gevervmenst vy 0 advii g
Mo aavl el Lk (R Pt Dwir own harvle sd Mot
Ganddi iz ha pat jrorve geert m Satra
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N1s post-prayer speech on Saturday

- The Hindustan Times Weekly
(Sunday, 14 September, 1947)
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Let's make a fresh start...

Come let's create a new world across the border.
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'Salutations to the millions 2

|
Government of India :
i

PARTITION HORRIORS

REMEMBRANCE DAY

of Indians who lost their
lives in the horrors of H
Partition and suffered the ¢
pain of displacement!”
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